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not, prior to October 1, 2000, undertake or con-
tinue the preparation of any fishery manage-
ment plan, plan amendment or regulation under 
this chapter for the Gulf of Mexico commercial 
red snapper fishery that creates an individual 
fishing quota program or that authorizes the 
consolidation of licenses, permits, or endorse-
ments that result in different trip limits for ves-
sels in the same class. 

(c) Referendum 

(1) On or after October 1, 2000, the Gulf Council 
may prepare and submit a fishery management 
plan, plan amendment, or regulation for the 
Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery 
that creates an individual fishing quota program 
or that authorizes the consolidation of licenses, 
permits, or endorsements that result in different 
trip limits for vessels in the same class, only if 
the preparation of such plan, amendment, or 
regulation is approved in a referendum con-
ducted under paragraph (2) and only if the sub-
mission to the Secretary of such plan, amend-
ment, or regulation is approved in a subsequent 
referendum conducted under paragraph (2). 

(2) The Secretary, at the request of the Gulf 
Council, shall conduct referendums under this 
subsection. Only a person who held an annual 
vessel permit with a red snapper endorsement 
for such permit on September 1, 1996 (or any per-
son to whom such permit with such endorsement 
was transferred after such date) and vessel cap-
tains who harvested red snapper in a commer-
cial fishery using such endorsement in each red 
snapper fishing season occurring between Janu-
ary 1, 1993, and such date may vote in a referen-
dum under this subsection. The referendum 
shall be decided by a majority of the votes cast. 
The Secretary shall develop a formula to weigh 
votes based on the proportional harvest under 
each such permit and endorsement and by each 
such captain in the fishery between January 1, 
1993, and September 1, 1996. Prior to each ref-
erendum, the Secretary, in consultation with 
the Council, shall— 

(A) identify and notify all such persons hold-
ing permits with red snapper endorsements 
and all such vessel captains; and 

(B) make available to all such persons and 
vessel captains information about the sched-
ule, procedures, and eligibility requirements 
for the referendum and the proposed individ-
ual fishing quota program. 

(d) Catch limits 

Any fishery management plan, plan amend-
ment, or regulation submitted by the Gulf Coun-
cil for the red snapper fishery after October 11, 
1996, shall contain conservation and manage-
ment measures that— 

(1) establish separate quotas for recreational 
fishing (which, for the purposes of this sub-
section shall include charter fishing) and com-
mercial fishing that, when reached, result in a 
prohibition on the retention of fish caught 
during recreational fishing and commercial 
fishing, respectively, for the remainder of the 
fishing year; and 

(2) ensure that such quotas reflect alloca-
tions among such sectors and do not reflect 
any harvests in excess of such allocations. 

(Pub. L. 94–265, title IV, § 407, as added Pub. L. 
104–297, title II, § 207(b), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3612.) 

CHAPTER 39—MINING ACTIVITY WITHIN 
NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM AREAS 

Sec. 

1901. Congressional findings and declaration of pol-
icy. 

1902. Preservation and management of areas by 
Secretary of the Interior; promulgation of 
regulations. 

1903 to 1906. Omitted. 
1907. Recordation of mining claims; publication of 

notice. 
1908. Damage to natural and historical landmarks; 

procedures for determination and enforce-
ment of abatement of damaging activities. 

1909. Severability. 
1910. Civil actions for just compensation by mining 

claim holders. 
1911. Acquisition of land by Secretary. 
1912. Financial disclosure by officer or employee of 

Secretary. 
(a) Filing and availability of written 

statements; contents. 
(b) Enforcement procedures. 
(c) Exemptions. 
(d) Violation; penalty. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 410aaa–48, 
410aaa–59 of this title. 

§ 1901. Congressional findings and declaration of 
policy 

The Congress finds and declares that— 
(a) the level of technology of mineral explo-

ration and development has changed radically 
in recent years and continued application of 
the mining laws of the United States to those 
areas of the National Park System to which it 
applies, conflicts with the purposes for which 
they were established; and 

(b) all mining operations in areas of the Na-
tional Park System should be conducted so as 
to prevent or minimize damage to the environ-
ment and other resource values, and, in cer-
tain areas of the National Park System, sur-
face disturbance from mineral development 
should be temporarily halted while Congress 
determines whether or not to acquire any 
valid mineral rights which may exist in such 
areas. 

(Pub. L. 94–429, § 1, Sept. 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 1342.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 94–429, which enacted this chapter, amended 
sections 123 and 450y–2 of this title, and repealed sec-
tions 350, 350a, 447, and 450z of this title, is popularly 
known as the ‘‘Mining in the Parks Act’’. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Coal land, entry of unappropriated or unreserved Fed-
eral coal lands, see section 71 of Title 30, Mineral Lands 
and Mining. 

Exploration program for the discovery of minerals, fi-
nancial assistance, see section 641 of Title 30. 

Leases and Prospecting Permits— 
Lands subject to disposition, see section 181 of Title 

30. 
Oil and gas lands, see section 226 of Title 30. 
Oil shale lands, see section 241 of Title 30. 
Phosphate lands, see section 211 of Title 30. 
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